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Abstract
In the 1990s, a veterinary drug used to treat pain and disease in cattle nearly brought the
nine vulture species of Nepal to extinction. In a span of 15 years, over 97% of vultures in Nepal
perished. For the past 20 years, governments, organizations, and communities have been working
together to save these vital scavengers from vanishing. From the lowlands to the Himalayas,
vultures have been interacting with the environment and humans for millennia. This study
explores the role that vultures play both ecologically and culturally in Nepal. It investigates
vultures as a crucial ecological influence and how human action has damaged their relationship
to their environment. By demonstrating the role of organizations, communities and individuals in
vulture conservation, this paper strives to show what actions need to be taken to save this species
from extinction.
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Section 1: The Importance of Scavengers to an Ecosystem
There are millions of ecological relationships within an ecosystem, and all organisms are
connected to each other through a complex web of interactions. While many interactions can be
seen and many of their impacts can be documented, there are even more that happen on a level
so small, or in a time frame so short, that they go unnoticed. However, some of the most
inconspicuous interactions can be the most crucial to an ecosystem. These interactions often
function like gears in a clock; if one gear stops turning or even slows down it can decelerate or
terminate forthcoming ecological relationships. Many ecological studies examine interactions
between living organisms and their ecosystem, creating a map that tracts energy flow within an
ecosystem. The story starts at birth and ends at death. A tree takes nitrogen and phosphorus from
the soil and gives oxygen to the atmosphere. It grows fiber and provides sustenance and shelter
for insects, birds, and mammals. If it takes energy, it gives energy. And as long as it lives, this
intricate give and take with its environment continues. When it dies, its leaves will no longer
photosynthesize, and its roots will no longer siphon water. However, although an organism
cannot use energy after death, it still has an incredible amount of energy to give. These
postmortem interactions are critical in keeping ecosystems functioning properly and the
environment healthy.
Vultures are the only obligate terrestrial vertebrate scavenger and play a large role in
keeping the environment clean (Inger). “Carrion” is a term that refers to decaying animal
carcasses. Vultures almost exclusively eat carrion and rely on a sufficient number of
unconsumed animals to live. The presence of scavengers in ecosystems are important for a
variety of reasons. There are millions of linkages in ecological food webs and “The importance
of detritus and detrital linkages in [these] food webs has recently gained broad recognition”
(Wilson). “Detritus” refers to the waste products of an ecosystem such as carrion, and plant
waste. A “detrital” ecosystem refers to an ecosystem where postmortem interactions are highly
common. An example of a
detrital ecosystem can be
seen in cattle farms, where
there are very low levels of
predation and high levels of
scavenger interaction with
carrion. “Classical food-web
theory has focused on simple
chains composed of plants,
herbivores, and predators,
where carnivore feeding
generally leads to prey
death. However, theory is
Cow carcass at the
beginning to recognize that
Vulture Safe Feeding Site
feeding need not kill prey to in Ghachowk, Nepal
have widespread effects of
web dynamics” (Wilson). The focus on interactions between living organisms is critical in
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understanding part of web dynamics but looking at postmortem interactions can show energy
transfer in a different way.
“Scavenging represents a significant form of energy transfer between trophic levels
distinct from predation, parasitism and disease” (Wilson). Predation shows an interaction
between two living organisms where energy is being passed to the highest trophic level.
Parasitism shows an interaction between two living organisms where energy is being passed to a
lower consumer trophic level. However, scavenging represents a transfer of energy to the highest
trophic level without interaction between two living organisms. Obligate scavengers such as
vultures have “Important consequences for interaction strengths in food webs because it does not
directly cause demographic changes in populations of consumed taxa” (Wilson). Vultures, being
the only obligate terrestrial vertebrate scavenger, solely occupy this distinctive ecological role,
making their existence in an ecosystem crucial. Although predators often double as scavengers,
“In food-web analyses, grouping scavengers with predators would lead to an overestimation of
interaction strengths” (Wilson). “Facultative scavengers” refer to most predators, in which both
killing prey and scavenging carrion provide them with energy. Most predators benefit from
consumption of carrion, however unlike obligate scavengers, they affect prey populations.
“Thus, the per-capita effects on consumed taxa are highest when preyed upon and lowest when
scavenged as carcasses” (Wilson).
Decaying carcasses are an ideal environment for the emergence of disease-causing
pathogens. Vultures’ diet consists of “Carcasses in various stages of decomposition, which are
breeding grounds for potentially pathogenic microorganisms” (Plaza). The longer a carcass
decays, the larger chance it has to host harmful pathogens. Also, the more time a carcass decays
without being scavenged, the larger the chance that humans interact with it and contract disease.
“Because of their diet, vultures perform an important ecosystem service by removing
decomposing organic material from the environment, which in turn could be important for
human health” (Plaza). Especially in detrital ecosystems such as cattle farms, vultures play an
important role in cleaning up carrion to prevent the spread of disease to humans. In some
“Geographical areas where vultures have suffered population declines and lost their ecosystem
role, there was an increment in infectious disease” (Plaza). There are multiple outcomes of
carrion in an ecosystem where vultures do not exist. The most probable outcome is that
facultative scavengers such as dogs or rats will take over. This poses an issue because dogs and
rats live in close proximity to humans and can
function as disseminators of disease. Another
outcome is that the carcass is left to decay
fully without scavenging from mammals or
birds. This can force humans to interact with
the carcass to dispose of it, possibly leading to
transmission of disease. Vultures, “Nature’s
cleanup crew”, occupy a vital role in detrital
and non-detrital ecosystems by creating new
trophic pathways that help stabilize food
Red-headed Vulture at the Ghachowk Vulture
webs, and mitigating the spread of disease.
Restaurant
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Section 2: Vulture Distribution in Nepal and
Significance in Himalayan Culture
Nepal is a country of vastly varying climates and
ecosystems. In the south, just above the Indian border, stretches the
Terai region. This lowland ecosystem is dominated by vast
grasslands, forests, and agriculture. Above the Terai region, in the
middle of the country lies the low hills, composing of mainly
deciduous forests. In the north, the Himalayan mountains make up
the border with Tibet. This diversity in climate and landscape
allows Nepal to boast nine species of vulture (Basnet).
Resident breeders
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

White-rumped Vulture (Gyps bengalensis)
Slender-billed Vulture (Gyps tenuirostris)
Himalayan Vulture (Gyps himalayensis)
Red-headed Vulture (Sarcogyps calvus)
Egyptian Vulture (Neophron
percnopterus)
6. Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus)

Winter visitors

Terai region, near
Lumbini, Nepal

Low hills, near
Pokhara, Nepal

7. Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus)
8. Cinereous Vulture (Aegypius
monachus)

Vagrant
9. Long-billed Vulture (Gyps indicus)
Himalayan
mountains,
Lower Mustang,
Nepal

Vultures can be found in every climatic region
in Nepal. Factors such as altitude effect the quantity and variety of vulture
species. “Altitude was found to be statistically significant on vulture species
which is universal as altitude increases species richness decreases” (Basnet). In the Terai region,
all nine species of vulture can be found, and as the latitude and elevation increase, species
richness decrease. In a research study conducted in 2016, vulture species richness was recorded
from 0 to 4,000 meters above sea level. Studies found that from 0 to 1500 meters, seven of the
nine vulture species were found: Himalayan, White-rumped, Egyptian, Red-headed, Cinereous,
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Slender-billed, and Griffon Vulture. However, from 1,501 to 4,000 meters, only the Himalayan,
Red-headed, and Bearded Vultures were found (Basnet). Despite a decrease in vulture richness
in the Himalayas, the vultures that do inhabit the highlands play a large role in century long
cultural traditions.
In an interview with Nyima Gurung, resident of Jharkot village in Lower Mustang, he
explains the significance of vultures in Mustangi culture. Mustang is a district of Nepal sitting
above 3,000 meters in the Himalayan mountains north of Pokhara. At this elevation, there are
only a few species of vulture that inhabit the dry, windy, landscape. Vultures have played an
important role in Mustangi culture because of their participation in “sky burials”. Sky burials are
a form of burial practiced in Tibet and many Himalayan communities. When a member of the
community dies their body will be cut into pieces and then offered to the vultures. Gurung
explains that Jharkot no longer participates in this form of burial but historically this was a very
common practice in the village. He tells the story of how the people’s relationships with vultures
in Jharkot have changed through time. Gurung recalls that “In ancient times, they believed that
when people die the vultures will dream of the death and are able to find the body” (Nyima).
Despite the stereotype of vultures being a dirty scavenger that are often portrayed as evil, people
in these highland communities
see vultures as an auspicious
creature. Gurung states that “It
is good to feed the vultures
because they always stay high,
and they defecate in high
places, which is seen as lucky”
(Nyima). Vultures carrying the
meat of the person high into
the sky is seen as bringing
them closer to “heavenly
worlds”.
As time went on, the
customs of sky burials began to
Landscape of Lower Mustang
change. Gurung explains that
years later the vultures would no longer come on their own and the village “Called the ‘King
vulture’ using a horn. And then the King Vulture, who can make the same noise as the horn, calls
the rest of the vultures” (Nyima). There are two mountainsides in Jharkot, and Gurung explained
that each mountainside corresponds to a caste of vulture. The lower caste vultures come from the
east hill, while the higher caste (King vulture) come from the south hill. He explains that “The
low caste vultures will wait for the high caste vultures to finish eating, and if the higher caste
does not touch the food first, the low caste vultures will not eat the meat” (Nyima). Gurung says
that the switch to cremation was not due to a decrease in vulture population, it simply became
easier to do cremation as time went on. Although, he says that there are less vultures in Jharkot.
“There used to be 30-40 vultures that come, now there are much less, maybe 10-15” (Nyima).
When asked if he was concerned about the health of the vulture population in Jharkot he said he
was not. While Nyima Gurung is not concerned about the health of vulture populations in Nepal,
he should be.
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Section 3: The History of Vulture Conservation in Nepal
Vulture decline began in the 1990s with the White-rumped, Indian, and Slender-billed
vulture population decreasing by over 97% (Harris). Studies conclude that the cause of this
dramatic decline was due to the extensive use of Diclofenac on cattle. Diclofenac is a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID). In the 1990s it was widely used by farmers to treat
injured and old cattle. However, while this drug may be beneficial to cattle and harmless to
humans, it is poison to vultures. If vultures fed on carrion that had been treated using Diclofenac,
they would experience “Visceral gout and kidney failure” (Harris). When people noticed this
extreme die out in vultures, the Nepal Government, and countless Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) began to take action.
Ankit Bilash Joshi is the Vulture Conservation Program Manager at Bird Conservation Nepal
(BCN). In an interview with Joshi and Nikaj Dahal (Communications Officer at BCN), he
explains BCN’s role in vulture conservation. “The Vulture Conservation Program started in 2000
in response to the catastrophic decline of vultures due to Diclofenac” (Joshi). He explained that
the program had daily meetings and decided that
Diclofenac was the problem, and the solution was to
ban it on a regional level. BCN has been in close
contact with the Government of Nepal and after
many years of planning, “The government banned
Diclofenac in 2006 over the whole of Nepal”
(Joshi). This was a critical decision if the vultures of
Nepal had any hope of surviving. However, banning
the sale of veterinary Diclofenac in Nepal did not
mean that all the Diclofenac that is already on the
market disappeared. The pharmacies still had an
incentive to sell the Diclofenac they had in stock to
https://
make profit. Joshi states that this was a difficult
situation because “The drug was already on the
market, and it would take five years to actually rid it
from Nepal” (Joshi). The pharmacies who had the
Diclofenac in stock would take a financial hit if they did not sell the drug. The Nepal
Government and the Vulture Conservation Program “Decided to go around to pharmacies and
requested them to give the Diclofenac, and replace it with Meloxicam, which serves the same
purpose as Diclofenac for cows, and it harmless to vultures” (Joshi). This seemed like a good
solution to taking Diclofenac off the market. However, many pharmacies did not admit to having
Diclofenac, and the drug was still circulating the market. So, BCN and the Nepal Government
were forced to take a more creative approach. “We gave the local people the prescription for
Diclofenac and told them to go to the pharmacies and buy the drug. We gradually reduced the
drug using that method” (Joshi). This undercover mission proved more successful than the
previous procedure. In addition, BCN “Also did a survey with the local government and the
district livestock office, in which if they found no Diclofenac in the district, they would declare it
a ‘Diclofenac-Free District’” (Joshi). District by district, the Vulture Conservation and the
Government of Nepal eradicated Diclofenac from the market.
The next step in vulture conservation came with the creation of “Vulture Safe Zones”.
Joshi explains that “The Vulture Safe Zone concept came from the ‘Diclofenac-Free District’
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idea”. Satellite tagged vultures are tracked to determine where they nest and feed. If BCN
discovers an area where there is both a high population of vulture and high risk of vulture death,
they will recommend the government to declare it a Vulture Safe Zone. These Vulture Safe
Zones have four main components:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Community involvement
NSAID surveys and removal of NSAIDs
Vulture population surveys
The safe zones are decided by vultures through satellite tagging

Joshi explains how the first steps of community involvement proved challenging. “At the
beginning it was very hard to convince the community to get involved”, and to increase
involvement “We created the world’s first Vulture Restaurant” (Joshi). The first signs of
community involvement came with the creation of this “Vulture Restaurant”. Vulture
Restaurants (Also called “Vulture Safe Feeding Sites”) are community managed programs that
provide vultures with Diclofenac free carcasses. Joshi explains that although it was difficult at
first to convince the community of the necessity of the restaurant, “After a while we were able
to” (Joshi). There was difficulty at first because the perception of vultures depends on the
religion, culture, and superstitions of the region. “The cultures are very different; in the highland
culture, the vultures eat dead bodies and bring them directly to the heavens, but in the Terai, it is
very different” (Joshi). The first Vulture Restaurant was created in the Terai region of Nepal and
the communities’ preconceptions of vultures had to be changed to gain their support. “In Nepal
we say that the vultures are ‘untouchable’, and if a vulture came into a house or perched on a
nearby tree, the family would do a cultural ritual to clean the house” (Joshi). Then Nikaj, the
communications manager, explains that the perception of vultures needed to change for this
project to be successful. Nikaj shows how “The mythology helped bring the community
together” by telling the story of a Hindu myth (Joshi). “In Hindu mythology, there is a vulture
who was a messenger that informed our god Ram when he was about to be abducted by demons.
During the quarrel the vulture died
and was named ‘Jatayu’. Different
Gods have their own animals, every
deity has an animal like a mascot, and
Jatayu is the mascot of the god,
Saturn” (Joshi). Joshi adds that
“Vulture is ‘Gid’dha’ in Nepali, so
calling the feeding site ‘vulture
restaurant’ may give negative
thoughts to the local community. The
word Jatayu makes people look at
vultures in a positive way” (Joshi).
By naming the project “Jatayu
Jatayu (Vulture)
Restaurant” The Vulture
Restaurant in Ghachowk
Conservation Program used the identity of the communities to
help break the prejudice towards vultures. “Religion played its
part to bring communities together, because those who had superstition regarding vultures, at the
same time, believed how crucial vultures’ role is in our holy book. This became one of the tools
of sensitizing the community” (Joshi).
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Gevan has been working at the Ghachowk Vulture Restaurant near Pokhara, since 2008. His
job is to ensure that the cows at the restaurant are well fed, taken care of, and prepared for
vulture consumption. The vultures are not able to break through the tough hide of the cows, so
part of his job is to skin the cows once they die. In addition, Gevan collects cows from the local
village and brings them to the enclosure at the Vulture Restaurant. Collecting enough cows is not
an issue for Gevan, he says “There are a lot of cows in the village, some of the cows cannot give
birth and the owners have no more use for them” (Gurung). Although, since the cows cost money
to feed, Gevan must choose which cows he will accept and “The villagers have to pay 500 rupees
to donate the cow” (Gurung). It is both unprofitable and unsafe for the villagers to keep old or
injured cows. Gevan explains that all the village knows which cows belong to which family. So,

Cow grazing in front of a
decomposed carcass at the
Ghachowk Vulture Restaurant

if a family abandons a cow and it causes crop or property damage, they can be held responsible.
The Vulture Restaurant is a perfect place for local villagers to bring the cows they do not need
anymore. Gevan says there is an issue of accountability, and that often the villagers will not pay
the 500-rupee cost to the Vulture Restaurant. He says that “When they bring old age cows, they
have to pay 2000 rupees for transportation, and then after they will receive a bill from me for 500
rupees” (Gurung). Community funding and support is important in continuing this conservation
effort and Gevan says that there is a large issue with the bills not being paid. In order to create
successful conservation initiatives, widespread support from the Government, communities and
NGOs is necessary. Bird Conservation Nepal has not been the only organization working
towards conserving vultures in Nepal.
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Hemant Dhakal is a researcher, professor, and member of the Pokhara Bird Society. He
states that “The Pokhara Bird Society is the leading organization in the context of bird
conservation” (Dhakal). The Pokhara Bird Society promotes bird conservation through bird
watching programs, and collaborations with larger organizations such as Bird society of London,
Bird Conservation Nepal, World Wildlife Fund, and the Annapurna Conservation Area Program.
Their goal is to “Make the connection between tourism, birds, and local people” to further the
awareness of bird conservation (Dhakal). He says that these steps are necessary because “This is
a developing country and there are many issues with bird conservation” (Dhakal). One issue that
Pokhara Bird Society is addressing is the extension of the highway from Pokhara to Kathmandu.

Three Himalayan Vultures
perching at the Ghachowk Vulture
Restaurant

Dhakal explains that the government are “Cutting down the trees” which poses threat to many
nesting birds on the edge of the highway (Dhakal). Dhakal and members from the Pokhara Bird
Society were “monitoring a nest of the Slender-billed Vulture that was in a tree which obstructed
the planned highway”. He says that “We gave a letter of appeal to the priority officer, but they
did not pass the message on, and the tree was cut down and the vulture chick died” (Dhakal).
Dhakal says that him and the Pokhara Bird Society are not against development, but
development must be done with “Some mitigation methods in order to minimize the loss that we
will have in the future” (Dhakal). In order to develop roads, houses and hotels, an
“Environmental Impact Assessment” form needs to be submitted to ensure that the
environmental effects are mitigated. However, Dhakal explains that “The report is not prepared
properly” and that creates issues when the environmental impacts of development are not
accurately predicted (Dhakal). For an example, “For the highway extension, they did an
Environmental Impact report which was good for many animals, but bad for birds. They listed
only nine species of birds in the 100km from here (Pokhara) to Kathmandu” (Dhakal). There are
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hundreds of bird species in the highway extension area and misrepresenting those statistics can
be extremely damaging. Representing the range and quantity of birds accurately is a necessary
step to make the rate of development in Nepal more conscious of its impacts. Despite the amount
of work that NGOs like Bird Conservation Nepal and Pokhara Bird Society are doing to preserve
vultures, the vital scavengers are not safe yet.

Section 4: Current Vulture Status and Threats
Since the dramatic decline in the late 1990s and early 2000s, Ankit Joshi is confident in
saying that “Vulture population is increasing in Nepal” (Joshi). It was predicted that the total
population of vultures from all nine species was near a million before the decline. Joshi and his
team did a highway transit survey and it suggested that although the population is gradually
increasing, he estimates “It is less than 20,000 for all nine vulture species” (Joshi). With
Diclofenac being virtually off the market, why is Nepal seeing only a gradual increase in vulture
population?
Despite the banning of
veterinary Diclofenac in
2006, vultures in Nepal
are still in danger. Joshi
states that “The biggest
threat to vultures is still
the NSAIDs, because there
are other drugs like
Ketoprophen and
Two White-rumped
Nimesulide that are
Vultures perched with a
increasing on the market.
Himlayan Vulture at the
Recent research declared
Ghachowk Vulture
that these drugs have the
Restaurant
same affect on vultures as
Diclofenac” (Joshi). The
population of vultures has
been increasing because the majority of veterinary drugs on the market is Meloxicam (Vulture
safe drug), while before the ban, Diclofenac was the most common. However, poisoned
carcasses are still the leading cause of death for vultures. “We have processed the ban for
Diclofenac, and we are currently in the process of banning Ketophrphen and Nimesulide”
(Joshi). These conservation policies are all made in discussion with the Nepal Government. Joshi
explains that BCN “Meets with the ‘National Vulture Recovery Committee’” which is a
suborganization of the Department of Wildlife (Joshi). The Nepal Government works with
NGOs like BCN to create Vulture Conservation Action Plans. There was a 10-year action plan
from 2009-2019 that has already been completed. Currently there is “Another action plan that is
being implemented” (Joshi). Since the most critical decisions such as banning NSAIDs are made
by the government, Joshi says that “The government has the main rule for vulture conservation”
(Joshi). And although many BCN driven policies are being implemented, the government does
not see every proposed policy as a necessity. Joshi explains that the next biggest threat to
vultures is electrocution from transmission lines. “The transmission lines in Nepal are always
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increasing, the new high voltage transmission line is being constructed, it’s never ending”
(Joshi). The Vulture Conservation Program proposed putting “Diverter balls on the transmission
lines so the vultures can see them, diverter balls on the polls so the vultures cannot perch, and
insulation on the lines so they will not be electrocuted” (Joshi). While these ideas would greatly
decrease vulture death due to electrocution, Joshi says that “It is very hard to convince the
government” to enforce expensive plans like this (Joshi).
Another issue with conserving vultures in Nepal is that many species are migratory.
Using satellite tracking, BCN determined that many White-rumped Vultures travel back and
forth over the India border. While BCN and the Nepal Government can control what happens
within their country, vultures that travel to India are on their own. This may pose an issue in the
future because although Diclofenac has been practically eradicated in Nepal, that is not the case
in India. “Although India banned veterinary Diclofenac, they have a 30ml vile that is used by
humans. In Nepal, humans can still use Diclofenac but the 30ml vile is banned and only the 3ml
vile is available” (Joshi). The availability of the 30ml vile in India is an issue because “people
still buy Diclofenac and use it illegally” on cattle (Joshi). Currently BCN have “Tagged 99
White-rumped Vultures” which “regularly go to the India side and come back” (Joshi). Joshi
explains that “Recently we have been doing fieldwork for White-rumped Vulture conservation”
and the results have been positive. In general, nesting has increased, and the breeding success is
more than 70% for White-rumped Vultures (Joshi). However, vultures that travel from
Diclofenac-Free Districts in Nepal into India run the risk of encountering NSAID poisoned
carcasses. While there are still many threats to vultures in Nepal, statistics show that the
population is increasing, and the new Vulture Conservation Action Plan provides hope for the
future.

Conclusion
Conservation is the practice of protecting ecosystems and species from anthropogenic
influence. With Nepal being a developing country with an increasing population, finding a
balance between development and conservation is crucial. However, successful development
requires constant change in all aspects of a community. An increasing population creates the
need for an increase of food production. This forces cattle farmers to keep their valuable herd
healthy by pumping them with NSAIDs. It forces the construction of more roads to increase
product distribution and quicken commuting time. It forces the construction of high voltage
transmission lines to provide electricity to the increasingly efficient factories. The philosophy of
development creates such a strong desire for change that it can cloud the community’s awareness
of its environmental side effects. In the early 2000s many communities became aware of the
environmental effects of their development. The near extinction of vultures in Nepal caused by
the excessive use of Diclofenac on cattle shows how species can suffer from uncontrolled
development. Fortunately, the Nepal Government and NGOs were quick to respond to this
environmental disaster. Programs like BCN’s Vulture Conservation Program and the
government’s National Vulture Recovery Committee were created. Communities became more
involved through Pokhara Bird Society’s bird watching programs and BCN’s Vulture
Restaurants. Although vulture population is only a fraction of what it once was, conservation
efforts from countless organizations and individuals are effectively turning the tide for this
wounded species.
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Appendices
Methodology
This project was conducted in Pokhara, Lower Mustang, and Kathmandu. The research
consisted of interviews with experts and locals who either interact with vultures or have
knowledge of vultures. The experts were selected based on the organization they worked with
(Bird Conservation Nepal and Pokhara Bird Society). I decided to get expert knowledge about
vulture conservation because accurate historical and current information about policies and
threats is important to understanding the issue. I chose interviewees from organizations that work
directly to conserve vultures. The non-expert interviewees were selected through suggestions by
local people. I chose participants that have knowledge on the role that vultures play in cultural
traditions and work actively to conserve vultures (Caretaker at the Vulture Safe Feeding Site). I
recorded audio of the interviews and then transcribed them. With interviews that required
translation, I transcribed the audio from the translator. In addition, I conducted observational
research. By going to the Vulture Restaurant, I was able to understand how the Vulture Safe
Feeding Sites function and was able to capture pictures of vultures in their natural habitat.

Additional Photos

Observation building at
the Ghachowk Vulture
Restaurant
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Inside the observation building at Ghachowk Vulture Restaurant
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Cows of the Ghachowk Vulture Restaurant
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Ideas for Further Research
While there are many studies being conducted on the population health of vultures in
Nepal, there are no articles discussing the ecological roles of vultures specific to Nepal. As seen
in this paper, conservation is largely an issue of awareness and severity. People only fight for a
cause that they are both aware of and deem serious enough to petition for. Many people in Nepal
and around the world do not understand the importance of vultures to their own ecosystem. We
can generalize how vultures effect food webs, but in order to put real importance on vultures as a
species, people need to see how they interact with their own environment. I think one of the next
steps in conservation in Nepal is to educate the people on how their environment functions. If
kids grow up understanding how their environment works, they will be more aware of when their
environment is in danger. Therefore, I think continued research on this subject should include an
analysis of environmental education in schools in Nepal. When we understand what kids are
being taught about their environment, we can figure out what information they are missing. And
most likely, the information that they are missing is the difference between letting the
environment deteriorate and being aware enough to fight for its health.

Contact Information
Hans Nedde

Me with a baby
yak above
Jharkot, Lower
Mustang
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